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2.4: TRAFFIC FATALITIES
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Background: Washington’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan,

Target Zero©
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Washington’s Strategic
Highway Safety Plan

The goal of Target Zero is about
the “one”...the individual. It's
aboutour colleagues, friends,

and family. How many of them are

we okay with being killed or
seriously injuredin a crash? The
answer is obvious...ZERO!

A

Current State-At Risk: in2015, Washington experienced a23% increase in
traffic fatalities from the previous year, the highest number since 2007 . This upward trend
has occurred nationally and has been attributed to a rebounding economy.
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Current State: The North-westem region experienced the highestfatality
increaseinthe U.S. (through2015Q3).

Figure 2: Percentage Change in Estimated Fatalities in 2015 From Reported 2014 Fatality Gounts, by NHTSA Region, for
The First Nine Months (Jan—Sep)

x”fm?.‘xl
ME | Region |
\ 1 ‘.'

—
£ 412% '\
NC |\Rngfun |
<

Published by NHTSA's Mational Center for Statistics and Analysis 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., Washingtan, DC 20580

Natfional Center for Statistics and Analysis. (2016, January). Early Estimate of Motor Vehicle Traffic Fatalities for the First Nine Months (Jan-Saf)
of 2015 (Crash Stafs Brnef Statistical Summary. Report No. DOT HS 812 240). Washington DC: National Highway Traffic Safefy Administration.

Opportunity: Why did fatalities increase?

Traffic Fatalities DECREASE with Unemployment INCREASE

,{ Unemployment What impact do environmental
s/~ Rate factors, such as the unemployment
rate and population growth, have
on traffic fatalities?

Fatalities

o ol The unemployment rate has been
’ shown to have a significant effect

Gas Prices - e
on the number of traffic fatalities.
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In Washington, there does not appearto be a large
Year-10-year percent changes in crash deaths per billion vehicle miles raveled effect from gas prices or median household income.
and in the U.S. unemployment rate, 1051-2014

100 2
anemployment raiz The WTSC also reviewed population growth, vehicle

| miles traveled, number of licensed drivers, and

number of registered vehicles. These factors do not
appear to have had an effect on the 2015 increase in
traffic fatalities.
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Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, December 10, 2015, Status Report Vol. £0, No. 10.




Immediate Action Plan:

Lead

Update Target Zero

Implementthe FY2017
traffic safety investment
plan, mostly at the local
level

Statewide Law
Enforcement Liaison

Strengthen
Washington's distracted
driving/cell phoneuse
while driving laws.

WTSC
WEDOT

WTSC,
Project

Managers

WTSC

WTSC

WSP, DOL, Updated guidance on
DOH, Tribes, ftraffic safety strategies.
Local, + Many

Many New traffic safety efforts
and projects leading to a
reduction in fatalities and
serious injuries.

Local law Increase Engagement of
enforcement local law enforcementin
mobilizations and traffic

enforcement
Commission Increase awareness of
Agencies the dangers of distracted

driving and decrease
distraction/cell phone use
involvement in crashes.

On Track

On Track

On Track

At Risk

Fall 2016

October1,
2016-
September
30, 2017

Contract
awarded
May 2016

2017
Legislative
Session
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